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New Northside specialist
education facility approved

“Such children currently
A NEW specialist education facility for children
with visual impairment is to open in Pobalscoil Ros- have access to high quality specialist primary education at
mini, on Grace Park Road.
Minister for Education and
Skills Ruairi Quinn recently
wrote to local Senator Averil
Power (FF) informing her of
the news.
“I am pleased to advise
you that my department has
approved grant aid for the facility and the school management has been advised
accordingly,” the minister
wrote.
Senator Power said she is
delighted for the students and
their parents.
"I met a delegation of parents with Cllr Paul McAuliffe
last May,” she told Northside

People.
"They told us about the
great progress that their children have made in the Child
Vision Ireland primary school
and how they were afraid this
would be lost if they didn't
have an appropriate second
level place to move on to.
“It is a great relief that they
will now be able to transfer to
the new second level unit in
Pobalscoil Rosmini."
According to Cllr McAuliffe, the new facility will cater
for children who are both visually impaired and have other
disabilities such as autism.

Child Vision Ireland but don't
have specialised second level
places available to them,” he
said.
Cllr McAuliffe thanked
Minister Quinn, his officials
and the National Council for
Special Education for approving the new facility.
He also congratulated the
parents, Child Vision Ireland
and Pobalscoil Rosmini who
have been working towards this
goal for the past two years and
Senator Power, Fianna Fail’s
spokesperson on education in
the Seanad, for her intervention.

● Senator Averil Power (FF)
has welcomed the planned
new facility for Pobalscoil
Rosmini.
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School patronage survey expands
MINISTER for Education and Skills Ruairi Quinn has asked
parents in Skerries, Portmarnock, Malahide, and Rush to indicate which patron bodies they would like to see running
primary schools in their area.
Parents of all children aged
The aim of the survey is to
up to 12 years in 38 areas establish the level of demand
across Ireland are being asked from parents for diversity of
their views.
school patronage in each of the
The surveys are an expan- towns.
sion of pilot surveys on priCurrently, some 96 per cent
mary school patronage that of primary schools are under
were conducted late last year in church patronage, with more
five towns.
than 90 per cent or approximately 3,000 schools under the
Accessed
remit of the Catholic Church.
The survey can be accessed
Plan
online via www.education.ie
If parents indicate they
and parents or guardians of
primary school going children would like a wider choice of
and 0 to 5-year-olds in the 38 patron, then the Department
towns and suburbs are being of Education and Skills will
ask existing patrons to come
urged to fill it in.
They will need to have their up with a plan to transfer some
PPS number in order to com- schools to other patron bodies.
Minister Quinn said: “This
plete the survey. However,
these details are only being is an historic opportunity for
used for verification purposes. parents in Dublin to have a real

say in the type of school they
wish to send their children to,
be it denominational, multi-denominational, all-Irish or
other.”
Parents and guardians have
until February 8 to complete
the survey.

